Merriman Park Estates

General Meeting HOA

Tuesday, March 22, 2011

AGENDA

1 – Welcome

2 – MPASP Report

3 – Officer Reports

4 – Trustee Report

5 – Business

6 – Officer/Directors/Trustee Elections

1-Welcome


Sandra Bruns extended welcome to all residents and thanked them for thier 


community support.

2 – MPASP Report


Mike Mata reported on the Armed Patrol Program.  Mike reports that the 
initial response for funds has been a big success.  To date the MPASP 
Program has received approximately $22k for this year.  This represents 
around 52% of residents contributing.  Mike believes this will allow 
increased patrols especially during the problem times during the holidays.


Sandra Bruns also suggested that we might explore talking with our 
neighbors north of Walnut Hill to see if they might be interested in a similar 
or joint program with MPE.  Mike also reported that the crime in MPE during 
the week of 3/13 thru 3/19(Spring Break) was significantly lower than 
normal.

3 – Officer Reports:


Sandra Bruns – President


Sandra spoke in regards to the Lake Highlands Home Association meting and 
the influx of vouchers to residents of our neighboring apartment complexes.  
The apartments are more than willing to accept these vouchers because it 
represents guaranteed income for 5 years.  However, the police report that 
these new residents are of often the victims of crime.  A study is being done 
to see if this program increases the crime rate for the area.  Our councilman 
Jerry Allen does not seem to understand the concern this program is causing.  
Most residents feel that Lake Highlands already has more than their share of 
these residents and that future voucher programs should be targeted 
towards the areas of the city that have not yet participated.


Tammy Dalton – Vice-President


Tammy reported that new shelving for the storage unit and a cart for the 
margarita machine have been purchased, as well as some child tables.  The 
first Machine rental of $50.00 has been contracted and we hope this is the 
first of many.  Tables will rent for $5 each to our MPE residents.


Keith Jones – Treasurer


Keith presented a year-end budget.  He reports that because of a 
increase of dues paying members, we will end the year with approx. 
$3,600.00.  After we deduct $850.00 for Directory printing, we will have 
around $2,800.00, which is approximately $1,200.00 better than forecast.  



Gary Fritzsche – VIP

Gary reports that the Volunteers in Patrol program is severely depleted.  A 
desperate need for drivers is needed or it will have to be discontinued.  
Shelby James made a plea for more drivers and plans to address this soon.  
Tammy Dalton reported that the WSC has signed up and additional 12 
buddies to cover shifts starting next month.

4 – Trustee Report:


Milo Mannes reported the Trust will deposit $5,232.59 to the MPE general 
fund for 2011-2012.  This is the most in several years.  Due to the low 
interest rates on CDs, the fund will move this years funds from a CD which 
comes due(approx. $16k) to Ginnie Mae(GNMA) to receive around 2.8% 
more interest income.  The approval was sought, seconded and voted to 
approve. Milo also reported the Trust Fund has approx. $121k at present.


Kurt Kennedy made a motion for a study group to be formed to work 
cooperatively with the Trustees to explore if other investments can be made 
to increase returns to the Trust.  This motion was seconded.  Discussion 
followed.  Milo stated that per the by-laws, the Trust is to 1 – protect the 
principle with conservative fixed income investments, 2 – maximize 
income(interest), and 3 – 85% of returns are sent to MPE general fund 
annually.  Others argued for a possible investment in Blue Chip securities or 
other alternatives.  A voice vote was taken on the motion and seemed to be 
evenly split.  Sandra ordered a vote by show of hands. The vote was:






Yes – 9






No  - 15


The motion failed.

5 - Business:


Steve Morton presented an excellent update on flood plain.  The new 100 yr. 
plan has moved the flood plain up approx. 3 ft.  This requires a few residents 
to purchase flood insurance.  This is only for those who have a mortgage.  All 
mortgage companies will be required by law to maintain insurance on those 
who are in the flood plain.  Our best recourse will be to ask that a bond issue 
be done to study the entire White Rock flood plain thru the city.  MPE 
residents were asked to join in an effort to get this done thru the next bond 
issuance.


Milo Mannes reported that the city will be planting approximately 36 new 
trees in the park and along Merriman Pkwy.  Also 2 new benches will replace 
the old ones along Merriman Pkwy by the city.  This work will begin in April 
and run until completion.  Look for increased construction down in the park 
for a few weeks.

6 – Officer/Directors/Trustee Election


Sandra Bruns called for a vote on the candidates for next years MPE Officers.  
They are as follows:




President 
-
Shelby James




Vice President
Mavis Stewart




Secretary
-
Karen Johnstone




Treasurer
-
Keith Jones


All officers were elected unanimously.


Sandra Bruns called for a vote on the Trustees who are as follows:



Milo Mannes, Al Hearne, Tom Downey


All trustees were elected unanimously.  The will be represented on the board 
by Milo Mannes, but they have no vote.


Sandra informed the MPE residents that the following Directors were elected 
by their clubs and have a vote on the board:



Garden Club
-
Nancy Davenport




VIP

-
Bob Skelton




WSC

-
Laura Atherton


The following volunteers are as follows:




Crime Watch 
-
Marilyn Meyer




Block Captains
Risa Thompson




Historian, email
Tammy Dalton




Landscape
-
Lynn Runyan




Marker
-
Linda




VIP

-
Gary Fritzsche




Webmaster
-
Dave Franke


Joint MPE Board information exchange March 31, 2011


Next Homeowners Meeting/Budget Approval  May 2011 
