 Merriman Park Estates

General Meeting HOA

Tuesday, September 27, 2011

AGENDA

1 – Welcome

2 – Report from Jerry Allen
3 – Officer Reports
4 – Review of Proposed Bylaw Changes
5 – Announcements

1 – Welcome

Shelby James extended a welcome to all residence and guest Jerry Allen.  

2 – Special Report from Council Member Jerry Allen 

Jerry Allen began by stating all the things that make Lake Highlands a wonderful place to live such as, where we are located, the shops and restaurants around us and most importantly, the school.  

He went on to give an update on the Town Center and how it got caught in an economic downturn that is taking longer than normal to recover.  At the City level, he reported, they are trying to do everything they can to make sure Prescott, and this project, succeed.  So far, it is working out.

Mr. Allen reported that they are very close to signing a lead grocer.  Although he did not name the grocer, he referred to a “smaller, boutique grocer,” and stated that they need a second lead tenant because a small grocer does not take up enough space.

He reported that if this lease is signed within the next couple months, Prescott would break ground in the first quarter of next year.  He also stated that there is a huge interest from all types of restaurants to get into the Town Center.  Everything from chain restaurants to specialty ones are showing interest.  

In November or December of this year, they will break ground on a multi family component with approximately 200 units.

Next, he spoke about the area at Walnut Hill and Audelia, where the Wal-Mart Neighborhood store was.  It will be made into two cul-de-sac streets with 17 homes located there.  These homes will be in the $650,000 - $750,000 range.  The interest in these lots has been impressive and the hope is that they will tear down other run down shopping centers and do the same type thing.

The floor was opened for a Q&A:

Q – What is going on with the boarded up apartment complexes on Skillman.  

A – At this time, Prescott does not have the money to tear those down.  Maybe in the 1st or 2nd quarter of next year.  Right now, they are just trying to work with Prescott – they do not want to push them too hard and have it backfire on them.

Q – DART, do they plan on expanding the parking in that area.

A – Yes, at some point and time – no date given.

Q  - Has the City Council turned over all their authority, concerning the project across the street, to the TIF?

A – Street Works is a contracted company that is currently evaluating the project and will bring their recommendations back to the TIF in October.  

Follow up Q – How do we have an input as to what is being built over there – considering we are the closest neighborhood to the project?

A – There are public hearings and that is where we should voice our input.  The Street Works design will be put on the City Hall website and we can stay up to date with information.

Q – How do we ask for a protective wall?

A – Jerry said he would work with us on this.   Most of the time, it is the home owners who have to pay for these walls but if there IS a way for the City to pay for it, he will help us find that loop hole.

Q – What is being done about all the section 8 housing?

A – It is basically a question of money – we’d love to have all the run down apartments torn down, but to do that, you need an investor willing to put up a lot of money.  He doesn’t see the housing up at Forest and Abrams, turning around any time soon.  He reported out of 14 districts, we are 6th or 7th in the number of Section 8 housing we have.

Shelby thanked Mr. Allen for his time and moved on to club business.

3 – Officer Reports

Treasurer, Keith Jones 

Keith reported that we have met our membership goals for the year.  Two-hundred and twenty-two homes of the 368 in the neighborhood paid their dues.  There is currently plenty of money in the bank but we will start to write checks for the Fall Festival, parks department, etc., in the near future.

Some members suggested listing names in the Estator, of all paid HOA members.  Keith said he would take it under advisement.

Vice President, Shelby James reporting for Mavis Stewart
Shelby reported that the Fall Festival planning is well under way and fliers would be going out ASAP.

October 30th from 3pm – 6pm

Children $5  Adults $10

You can turn your checks in at 7177 Cosgrove

The Festival will include live music from the Loopners band and performances by the Highlandettes and the Wranglers.  If you’d like to volunteer, please see Shelby James.

Presidents Report, Shelby James

Shelby gave the following dates:

October 25th – Next Board Meeting

November 6th – Next Estator

November 15th  - Next HOA Meeting

Secretary, Karen Johnstone

Karen reported that Kris Murphy has offered to help with directories again for 2012.  Deadlines and a goal for getting the directory out, will be discussed at the next board meeting.

VIP, Bob Skelton

Bob reported that there are 8 new VIP, making current numbers 26.  He was happy for the increase and noted that we can always use more.  Please contact Bob if you are interested in volunteering.

Garden Club, Nancy Davenport
Nancy reported that the Garden Club meets on the second Thursday of the month and to please contact her if you’d like to join.  They have 3 new members this year! She noted that their only income is from the annual Pansy sale and encouraged everyone to support them.  They will deliver the Pansies right to your door after you buy them. 

They noted that the marker was invaded with bindweed.  Roundup weed killer was placed on the marker and it killed most of it.  Hopefully Fall plantings will do better.

4 – Review Proposed Bylaw Changes
Shelby reviewed the members of the bylaws committee: Sandra Bruns, Oran Schrank, Milo Maness, Nancy Davenport, Keith Jones and Shelby James.

Purpose is to review the bylaws every 5 years and make sure they do not become outdated and that a checks and balances system remains in place.  The existing bylaws and the recommended changes were passed out.  

A discussion took place and notes were made.  Final recommendations will be listed in the Estator and on the website prior to a vote taking place at the next HOA meeting in November.

Meeting was adjourned. 
